Friends of the San Diego Public Library
Slate of Candidates for Board Positions

Nominees for Officers
President: Ann McDonald – Ann is a retired educator, having taught high school English for 31 years. She is
a Past President of the San Carlos chapter of FSDPL and also a Past President of FSDPL (2012–2013). She is
currently completing service as a Trustee of the SDPL Foundation (now known as Library Foundation SD) and
serves on the Foundation’s Advocacy and Public Policy Committee. Ann is also active in the American
Association of University Women (AAUW)–El Cajon-La Mesa chapter, of which she is a Past President, and
currently chairs their online auction; the San Diego Women’s Foundation; the League of Women Voters; and
has served on the endowment committee of her church. She is a Life Member of San Carlos chapter.
1st Vice President: Richard Busch – Richard is a retired software engineer with over 50 years of experience in
the field, having worked for the US Bureau of the Census and several large corporations. He was co-founder of
the formerly publicly-traded Document Sciences Corp. Richard designed, created, and currently maintains
websites for the Scripps Ranch and Pacific Beach Chapters of FSDPL, as well as for the corporate FSDPL. He
has volunteered in Friends’ bookstores for both Scripps Ranch and Pacific Beach and currently researches
books for sale online for FSDPL. An amateur geologist, he has served as President of a non-profit Gem and
Mineral Society and also edited their bulletin. Richard is a Life Member of the Scripps Ranch, Pacific Beach,
North Park, and Friends of the Central Library chapters. He currently serves as a Director of the FSDPL.
2nd Vice President: David (Gene) Long – Gene spent a 45-year career in the banking industry where he was
involved in bank data processing, marketing, and data conversions for other banks. Gene has been involved
with the North University Community chapter of FSDPL since its founding in 2007 in a number of roles,
including Past President, Secretary, and Membership Chair; he currently serves as Treasurer of both the North
University Community as well as the University Community chapters, and also volunteers in the NU Friends
bookstore. He has also been active in the Nobel Athletic Fields and Park Council---as president, treasurer, and
currently as a general member. Gene is a Life Member of both the North University Community and University
Community chapters.
Secretary: Christa Gush – After earning a BA in European Intellectual History and an MA in Information
Resources and Library Science, Christa has worked in the field of knowledge management for over 20 years. In
her current position as Senior Manager, Knowledge Management for a multi-national corporation, she is
responsible for developing a knowledge strategy to ensure that team members can access and use the
information they need to do their best work and creating the processes and structures through which knowledge
is documented, shared, and maintained. Christa has served as the City Heights/Weingart Chapter President for
9 years, as an FSDPL Director for 1 year, and as FSDPL 1st VP for 5 years. In 2019 she co-chaired FSDPL’s
40th anniversary celebration activities.

Treasurer: Priscilla Albarran – Priscilla is a graduate of San Diego State University with a double major in
Psychology and Criminal Justice. While a student, she worked in the Aztec Book Store, fulfilling online orders
and also managing the online Amazon store. She is currently employed at a local accounting firm and is
studying to become a CPA. Her experience includes familiarity with tax management and online sales
software, database management, and budget preparation. Priscilla has served as appointed FSDPL CoTreasurer for the past several months and in that role assists the current FSDPL Treasurer with monthly
financial reporting and other tasks. A lifelong library enthusiast, she is a member of the corporate FSDPL.

Nominees for Directors (4 positions)
Gordon Gidlund – Gordon is a retired attorney specializing in non-profit law. For 35 years he represented the
IRS in a variety of contexts, frequently in the compliance areas of exempt organizations and corporate tax
shelters. As a manager, he was also required to be knowledgeable about human resources issues. Gordon has
been active in the Shakespeare Society of which he recently completed a term as President and also serves as
Treasurer for the San Diego Civil War Society. As a volunteer with these and other nonprofit organizations, he
has become knowledgeable about the regulatory requirements imposed by state and federal governments. A
Life Member of the San Carlos Chapter of FSDPL, he helped with the San Carlos Friends’ monthly book sale
for many years.
Andrew Rose – Andrew has worked at Fidelity Investments for over 6 years since receiving his BA in Business
Management. A Certified Financial Planner, he is currently a Financial Consultant at Fidelity, where he has
been elected by the Development and Leadership Group to help train new employees and by his peers to
implement digital solutions to optimize digitization of services. Previous community volunteer service includes
Goodwill Industries. Andrew believes that good libraries provide services, but great libraries build
communities. A member of the Kensington-Normal Heights chapter of FSDPL, Andrew is excited at the
prospect of joining the FSDPL board to be able to play a greater role in strengthening our San Diego
communities through our local libraries.
Pat Wilson – Pat has a legal background and is the current President of the North Clairemont Chapter of
FSDPL. Pat has been a strong supporter of our libraries in San Diego and is completing several years of service
as a Trustee of the San Diego Public Library Foundation (now known as Library Foundation SD) board of
which she is the immediate Past Chair. She was instrumental in establishing and continues to chair the
Advocacy and Public Policy Committee of the Foundation, which includes FSDPL representation, and has
fostered a collaborative relationship with FSDPL, resulting in highly effective library advocacy. Pat is a Life
Member of the North Clairemont Chapter.
Samadi (Sam) Yoeuth – Sam is a materials and process engineer who has worked in a corporate environment
for over 10 years. She has a passion for books and is knowledgeable about book collecting and trends. An avid
reader, her hobbies include bookbinding, calligraphy, and Instagram reels. Sam has volunteered for 6 years at
various libraries and is currently the President of the Serra Mesa-Kearny Mesa Chapter of FSDPL for which she
maintains two social media accounts. She founded and served as President of Women in Aviation at UTC
Corporation and has volunteered with the Riverside Big Brothers and Big Sisters and TutorMate. Sam is a Life
Member of the Serra Mesa-Kearny Mesa Chapter.

